CONTROVERSIAL QUESTIONS
AN OPEN PARTY AND THE MARXISTS
I, THE DECISION OF 1908
To many workers the struggle that is now going oni between the Pravdd*5 and the Lu.ch appears unnecessary and not very intelligible. Naturally, polemical articles in separate issues of the newspaper on separate, sometimes very special questions do not give a complete idea of the objects and content of the struggle. Hence the legitimate dissatisfaction of the workers.
Yet the question of Liquidatorism, over which the struggle is now being waged, is at the present time one of the most important ajid most urgent questions of the working-class movement. It is impossible to be a class-conscious worker unless one studies the question in detail, unless one forms a definite opinion on it. A worker who wishes independently to help to decide the destiny of his party will not waive aside polemics, even if they are not quite intelligible at first sight, but will earnestly seek and find the truth.
How is one to find the truth? How is one to make head or tail of the contradicto'ry opinions and assertions?
Every sensible person understands that if a bitter struggle is raging on any subject, he must, in order to asr certain the truth, not confine himself to the statements made by the disputants, but examine the facts and rfoc-